
 

 

 

February 8th, 2018 

Ms. Kelly Hammerle 

45600 Woodland Rd.  

Sterling, VA 20166-9216 

 

RE: Comments for the 2019-2024 Draft Proposed National Oil and Gas Leasing Program 

 

Dear Ms. Hammerle,  

On behalf of the Perdido Key Area Chamber of Commerce, our Board of Directors, and our Membership, we would 

like to express our opposition and place our public comment in regards for the 2019-2024 Draft Proposed National 

Oil and Gas Leasing Program.  

As proposed in the 2019-2024 Draft Proposed Program Lease Sale Schedule, the Gulf of Mexico will be considered 

in 2022, 2023, and 2024 as a prospective division. This draft plan has the ability to present a very serious threat to 

Northwest Florida in the form of endangering military training and testing operations, tourism, and preserving our 

fragile ecosystem and wildlife on our international award winning beaches, all of which can have a grave effect, 

directly endangering our local economy & sustainability.  

Our Chamber, area businesses, and community are opposed to the 2019-2024 draft plan and any oil drilling off of 

Florida’s Coast in the Gulf of Mexico, especially in the Eastern sector. This opposition statement is based on the 

economic impact of tourism, military presence in Northwest Florida, and the protection of our award winning 

beaches. All of which brings millions of dollars a year to the region annually. We would also like to express our 

opposition on seismic airgun blasting done for exploration of oil drilling as it pertains to the stated draft as it has 

proven to have a negative & harmful effect on the already damaged sea life left behind after the infamous oil spill 

in 2010. 

As proven by the negative impact of the 2010 BP oil spill, we are aware of the adverse repercussions of offshore oil 

drilling in any location of the Gulf of Mexico. As a community, the impact was felt by area businesses and damaged 

our once thriving ecosystem and wildlife in which 60% of our beach is federally dedicated too. With Northwest 

Florida being the cradle of many military bases and activity, a fruition of this type of draft would also impact their 

“military mission line”, leaving our economy at a direct loss.   

Our Board hopes the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management will take our past devastating experience into 

consideration and remove and or deny the capability of oil drilling and seismic airgun blasting in the Gulf of 

Mexico.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jo Ann Slaydon  

Executive Director  

  


